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Special Points of Interest: 
 
The Countess of Dufferin, 
the first railway engine in 
the northwest, along with a 
caboose and six flat cars, 
were delivered to Winnipeg 
by barge on Oct. 8, 1877. 
Here the barge was moored 
at the foot of Lombard Street 
before being unloaded in St. 
Boniface. The Countess was 
first used in construction of a 
rail line down the east side 
of the Red River to connect 
St. Boniface with St. Paul, 
Minn. 

Presidentôs View - Ron Davis 

  Manitoba Memories 

COVID-19 and CNPA of Manitoba 
 
IMPORTANT MESSAGE - All of our CNPA of Manitoba Spring meetings and events are 
CANCELLED. This means, there is no CNPA meeting in May or June. As well, the annual 
picnic and golf tournament are also cancelled. 
We hope to see you all in September. We will keep you posted if anything else changes. 
In the meantime, wash your hands frequently, cough or sneeze into your arm, practice social 
distancing and stay home except for necessities. Be safe and be well! 
 

Message from Reg Hebert, President National Council of CN Pensioners 

We have been asked by Reg Hebert, President of the National Council of CN Pensioners to 
widely share the message below from Dr. Justin Maloney, ER doctor at The Ottawa 
Hospital.  The message is well written and is specifically directed at seniors.  It is written in a 
conversational tone, but the message is clear.  Also, be sure to wash your hands frequently, 
cough or sneeze into your sleeve and bottom line ï stay at home! (See page 6 for article). 
Please visit our website at www.cnpensioners.ca under the Coronavirus page to read the article.  
The article is on the right hand side of the Coronavirus page. 
We encourage everyone to be vigilant in protecting themselves and their loved ones by 
following the guidelines outlined by Health Canada at https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/
services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/symptoms.html 
 

Message from Sean Finn, Executive Vice-President, Corporate Services & 
Chief Legal Officer: 

We have been asked by Reg Hebert, President of the National Council of CN Pensioners to 
share a message from Sean Finn.  The message is positive and clearly shows how CN is moving 

forward safely throughout this period of history.  In the video, Sean recognizes and thanks not 
only employees, Communities and Stakeholders, but also the CN Pensioner family.  To view 
the video, visit our website at www.cnpensioners.ca and click on the Breaking News button. 

Staying in Touch 

Everyone is concerned about their friends and loved ones.  Many of our pensioners are single 
and very elderly.  If you have time, pick up the phone and call some of them and see how they 
are doing with food or medications, or just to talk to. 
 

COVID-19 Interactive Map                                                                               
Visit our website at www.cnpensioners.ca and under the Coronavirus page on the left hand side 
as you scroll down, there are links to the Global situation as well as the situation in Canada. 

Getting Bored?                                                                                                     
Visit our website at www.cnpensioners.ca and under the Coronavirus page on the left hand side 
as you scroll down, there are links to sites for a virtual travel experience as well as to download 

some free online books for your reading enjoyment. 

http://www.cnpensioners.ca
https://cnpensioners.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c9086c76b80ffd317b3a5575f&id=f61d7ed88c&e=89808b21d1
https://cnpensioners.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c9086c76b80ffd317b3a5575f&id=f61d7ed88c&e=89808b21d1
http://www.cnpensioners.ca
http://www.cnpensioners.ca
http://www.cnpensioners.ca
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Membership Report - Joanne Gaborieau 

 

 

April  2020 

 

Executive Council  
2020 

 
President  
Ron Davis, 204-489 4485 
ronvel@mymts.net 
Past President 
John Mozol, 204-771-6037 
kayomoz@shaw.ca 
Vice President 
Linda Schram, 204-255-5636 
fgl@mymts.net 
Secretary 
Patrick McMullin,  
204-415-0358 
pmcmullin@shaw.ca 
Treasurer 
Bruce Anderson, 
204-275-0482 
btanderson54@hotmail.com 
 
 
Committee Chairs: 
 
Publicity & Editor 
Tim McCrindle,  
204-255-5688 
tc2mccrindle@gmail.com 
Hospitality  
Serge Poulin, 204-669-7794 
sgpretired@gmail.com 
Special Events 
Ernie Yakiwchuk,  
204-254-1441  
ernieyakiwchuk@shaw.ca 
Membership 
Joanne Gaborieau,  
204-253-8103 
joannegabor@hotmail.ca 
Outreach 
Rose Chapman, 204-832-1105 
rchapman17@shaw.ca 
Webmaster  
Janet Lewis Anderson,  
204-275-0482 
jelewis@mymts.net 

Members At Large 

Albert Delbaere,  
204-256-8419 
albert1a@mymts.net 
David Kane, 204-668-1900  
davekane@shaw.ca 
Claudette McCrindle,  
204-255-5688 
tc2mccrindle@gmail.com 
  
CNPA National Level 
Bruce Anderson - Director 
Joanne Gaborieau - Director 
Patrick McMullin - Alternate                      
Director 

Linda Schram - Pension and          
Health Committee            
Representative  
   
   
   

Regular Membership   -  3697 
Associate Members    -      16 
Total Paid Membership            -  3713    
Welcome to the following New Members.  Hope to see you out at the meetings.   
We look forward to your participation in the Association! 

          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          

                                                       

We invite spouses to become associate members for all the benefits of the  
association including the privilege of voting.  
 
First Time Attendees & New Members: 
 
A hearty welcome to all new members and an especially warm welcome to those who 
have attended their first General Meeting where they received a Pensionersô pin:  
 
January:  David Budzey, Cheryl Szeredi      
 
February:   Suzanne Teles, Derrick Paul, Edward  Burzynski   
 
March:  Roy Kading, Dan McClory 
 
April:     Cancelled due to COVID-19 
                                          
Birthday Draws: January: Barry Levandoski 
 February: Dale Goodfellow    
 March:  Jerrit Vanderklok 
 April:  Cancelled due to COVID-19    
 
Attendance Draws: January:  Lawrence Kozakewich, Brian Wasylenko             
                               February:   Colette Audette, Derrick Paul   
                              March:  Al Tetrault, Lawrence Webb 
                           April:   Cancelled due to COVID-19                                     
 
Door Prize Draws:  January:    Bruce Anderson, John Mozol, Dale Goodfellow, 
   Stella Patson  
                             February: Bryan LaBarge, Bryan LaBarge, Gerald Prejet, 
   Henry Telenko                  
 March:  Alice Claeys, Ron Davis, Albert Delbaere,     
   Sharon Niemi    
 April:     Cancelled due to COVID-19                                  

Hope to see more new faces at future meetings! 

Brian Adams 
Bruce Bibe  
Larry Brooks  
Kevin Candline 
Serge Daoust 
Louise Doucet 
Ken Fulmore 
Carl Gibson 
William Harvey 
Gladys Hayward  
Greg Hickson 
Len Holian 
Brent Holtzman 
Karen Hunter 

Rosaleen Ingram 
Shane Ireland 
Dave Jeffery 
Ron Kuzie  
Ken MacLeod 
Marty McLaren  
Joanne McMahon  
Martin Nordin 
Gordon Pachal 
Regina Pengelly  
Florence Prociuk 
Norm Richardson 
Vern Rowe 
Josephine Salvador 

Corinne Sayer 
Rob V. Scott  
Rick Smelsky  
Cheryl Szeredi 
Celina Thater  
Tym Tymchuk 
Shirley Vertone 
Brenda Wing  
Clyde Wood  
Dave Yurchi  

mailto:sgpretired@gmail.com


       April 2020 

Our meetings are held at 1:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the month except for the 
months of July, August and December. Location of meetings (unless otherwise stated 
below) is at the Norwood Legion, 134 Marion St.  All are welcome to arrive after  
12:30 p.m. to enjoy a coffee, donuts and a visit.    

****All meetings cancelled until further notice*** 
If you are interested in helping out in any way please contact Ernie at 204-254-1441.  
 
Upcoming Events: 
 
May , 2020 meeting -  CANCELLED due to COVID-19 (Norwood Legion closed ) 
 
June , 2020 meeting -  CANCELLED due to COVID-19 (Norwood Legion closed ) 
 
June, 2020 - Picnic & Golf Tournament  - CANCELLED due to COVID-19  
 
July and August  - There are no meetings for the summer  

Special Events - Ernie Yakiwchuk 
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List of previous speakers for survey -  page 15 

We had 2 draws for VIP Jets tickets provided by CN General Manager Paul Hackett.  
The winners for the General meeting were Lawrence Kozakewich and Ken Yellowega.  
The winner for the Executive meeting was Joanne Gaborieau.  
Congratulations to the winners, hope you enjoyed the game! 

The National Day of Mourning, held annually on April 28th, was officially recognized by 
the federal government in 1991, eight years after the day of remembrance was launched by the 
Canadian Labour Congress.  
 
The Day of Mourning has since spread to about 80 countries around the world.  The April 28th Day of 
Mourning is a time to remember those who have suffered or died through workplace injury and illness.  
Our thoughts are also with their families, friends and colleagues. 

 

 

 

We are always looking for interesting stories about our CNPA of Manitoba members.   
If you want to let your former co-workers know what you are up to after retiring, let us help tell your story.   

You can submit stories and photos to:          
Tim McCrindle                                                                     
CNPA Publicity Chair                                                                           
tc2mccrindle@gmail.com 

Manitoba Prostate Cancer  
Vision Loss Rehab CNIB  
Osteoporosis Canada  
Disability Tax Credit Specialists  
Alzheimer Society MB  
St Vital Law Office - Wills, Probates, Estates  
CN Police-Railway - safety and policies  
CITY Police - Fraud targeting for seniors  
Medi-Quote - Snowbirds  
Heart & Stroke  

Diabetes Canada/MB  
Society for Manitobans with Disabilities  
Glen Lawn Memorial Gardens  
Wpg Health Care - Access Manitoba  
Caregiving with confidence  
RBC  
Age & Opportunity  
TONS Transportation  
Cottage Inheritance/Wills/Estates  
Lyme Disease and Tick Borne Infections 
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Outreach Chairôs Report - Rose Chapman 204-832-1105 

 

Happy Birthday Wishes To:  
Bill Baran was 87 on February 20th. 
Albert Belhumeur will be 90 on June 6th. 
Dale Campbell will be 90 on June 24th. 
Joseph Caronia will be 85 on August 3rd. 
Huguette Champagne will be 85 on August 13th. 
Dean Danforth will be 87 on July 15th. 
George De Serranno will be 80 on July 19th. 
Albert Delbaere will be 80 on June 7th. 
Gordon Demke was 80 on February 7th. 
Edward Drebit was 80 on April 10th. 
Ruth Dunlop will be 90 on July 31st. 
Arthur Gagn® was 85 on March 2nd. 
Marie A. Gauthier will be 100 on July 1st.  
Kathleen Godey was 100 on February 1st. 
Henry Golis was 94 on January 14th. 
Annie R. Hebert will be 100 on August 2nd.  
Vaneen Hooey will be 100 on May 10th. 
Thomas Hoskins was 80 on February 26th. 
Sophia Hull was 100 on December 25th. 
Donald Hunnie was 80 on March 6th. 
Ken Ivanyshyn was 79 on April 17th. 
Lorna Ivanyshyn was 77 on March 10th. 
Art Jones was 89 on February 2nd. 
Helen Jones, widow of Robert Jones, was 90 on September 27th. 
Stanislawa Krzywdzinski was 100 on March 18th. 

 
 
Ric Ksionzek will be 75 on April 26th. 
Ann Kwiatek will be 75 on June 5th. 
Barbara Lange will be 75 on July 30th. 
Denise Larocque will be 84 on April 21st. 
Doris Lewy will be 101 on April 29th. 
Nell MacAuley will be 104 on June 20th. 
Isobel Melville was 78 on April 10th. 
Jack Melville will be 80 on May 18th. 
Anna Moroz will be 100 on June 22nd.   
Tom Nicholl will be 94 on July 8th. 
Teresa Palavecino was 70 on March 2nd. 
Vern Peterson will be 92 on July 14th 
Suzanne Prince was 100 on February 4th. 
Marilyn Randall will be 70 on June 11th. 
Mary Rody was 84 on April 2nd. 
Pearl Silver will be 100 on May 12th. 
Sam Singer was 92 on January 4th. 
Thomas (Bud) Serofin will be 87 on May 24th. 
Buck Tiderman was 86 on April 9th. 
Olga Wagner was 90 on February 21st.  
Harvey Walker was 90 on November 19th. 
Bella Wolk was 80 on February 4th. 
Frank Wrobel was 80 on March 2nd.  

 

 
Mail Outreach info to 186 Windham Rd, Wpg, R3J 3B8 or  
email:  rchapman17@shaw.ca 
  
Outreach Committee:  
George Lintick        204-254-1032           Albert Delbaere     204-256-8419 
Linda Ksionzek       204-669-8308       Jack Moore               204-224-1019 
Carson Hull          204-269-2692 
 
 
Please contact any member on the Outreach Committee with information on pensioners who are hospitalized, or 

ill at home, and on those who have had or will be celebrating special birthdays or milestone anniversaries.   
Remember - please keep us informed! 

On behalf of all CNPA 
 of Manitoba members,  
we wish you all the best  
on these milestones. 

*** In our Winter 2019/2020 Birthday announcements, we incorrectly identified Linda Barnes as Linda Barker.  We apologize 
for the error.  

Happy Anniversary Wishes To:  
Eugene and Rose Balamatowski will celebrate their 65th Anniversary on July 9th. 
Bohdan and Linda Bontey will celebrate their 40th Anniversary on August 2nd. 
Ken and Mary Butchart celebrated their 58th Anniversary on March 24th. 
Bernice and Eldon Dimond will celebrate their 55th Anniversary on June 5th. 
Stephen and Martha Korbutiak will celebrate their 60th Anniversary on July 16th. 
Lawrence and Georgette Kozakewich celebrated their 35th anniversary on January 26th. 
Paul and Audrey Kulbaba will celebrate their 60th Anniversary on June 11th. 
Adam and Ann Kwiatek will celebrate their 55th Anniversary on June 5th. 
Sam and Betty Singer celebrated their 59th anniversary on January 29th. 
Steve and Olga Skrybalo will celebrate their 60th Anniversary on June 25th. 
Ernest and Alice Smith will celebrate their 68th Anniversary on August 5th. 
Larry and Marilyn Stubbe will celebrate their 50th Anniversary on July 11th. 
Buck and Shirley Tiderman celebrated their 60th Anniversary on March 4th.  
Ernie and Gwen Yakiwchuk will celebrate their 39th Anniversary on June 13th. 
Bella and Norman Wolk will celebrate their 60th Anniversary on May 15th. 



 

To those previously mentioned on our Sick List, we hope that you are feeling much better, and well on the road 
to recovery. To those who are currently ill or still experiencing health problems, please know you are in our 
thoughts. The membership joins us in extending Best Wishes for improved health and a speedy recovery. We 
have received reports and updates on the following Pensioners since the last newsletter:   

The CN Pensionersô Association of Manitoba extends our sincere condolences to the family and friends of 
the deceased. 
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Bert Andrews had a pacemaker installed in early April. He is home and is recuperating slowly.   
Betty Andrewsô heart surgery went well; she still tires easily. She has since broken her foot and is recuperating at home.  
Edward Drebit has been in and out of the hospital since Christmas. He is now in Concordia Hospital, is on a ventilator and 
suffers from prostate cancer. He would really like to go home.   
Steve and Olga Skrybalo moved recently to an assisted living residence and are enjoying their new home. They are being 
well looked after and there is always something to do.  
Gary Taylor had 80% of his stomach removed recently after undergoing 32 chemo treatments. He needed further surgery to 
clear up an infection. He is now home and is still very weak. Gary is recuperating slowly, but is doing well. 
 
 
 
 

 

Peter Andreychuk* 
Rose Atamanchuk* 
Jeannie Balabuch  
Evelyn Beaubien* 
Rosina Berney 
Sally Bezpalko* 
Daniel Bouvier* 
Margaret Brown, wife of Arnold 
Brown* 
Florence Cancilla* 
Alexander W Cass* 
John Cechvala* 
Rosana Cipolla, wife of Alessandro 
Cipolla* 
Virginia Cosentino* 
Joe Cyr* 
Donna Dawyduk* 
Lois Devisser* 
Beverley Dobson 
Janice Dodd*  
Tom Dorsett* 
Yvon Doucet* 
James Evans* 
Ron Farnfield 
Mabel Fulton* 
Clifford Furst* 
Stella Gawiak* 
Warren Giesbrecht* 
Barbara Gill* 
Joe Goyman*  
Florence Hartle 
Thomas Hayward* 
Barbara Hogan*, wife of Bruce  
Hogan* 
Wm. Robert (Bob) Ireland* 

Karl Iwanoczko*  
John Kawaler*  
Fred Kinkartz* 
William A Kitson 
Pauline Kolton 
Eugene Kosteckyj 
Jacobus Kwakernaak* 
Donald Lang* 
Shirley Leary* 
Verna Lehman* 
Angele Lesage, mother of Rick 
Lesage*, sister of Rene Vandendorpe* 
Gerardo Lozano* 
Elaine Lutz* 
Robert Lyon* 
Roderick G MacDonald* 
Allen Madrigga* 
Norman J Mansfield 
Zachariah Mayham 
Donald McArthur* 
Elin McNamara* 
Donalda McPhail* 
Annie McVey* 
Mary Jane Miles* 
Annunziata Militano* 
Andrew M Moffat* 
Robert Mozol*, brother of John 
Mozol* 
Joseph Myran* 
Cora Nelson 
Robert Newman 
Olga Olinyk* 
Jean Oliver* 
Alfred Pantel* 
Stan Pardoski* 

Victoria Paskaruk* 
Glendon Pearson* 
Kenneth Peden* 
Glen Pengelly* 
Ernest Peric* 
Edna Perry 
Joan Porter* 
Peter Prociuk* 
John Prokipchuk* 
Mary Purchase* 
Wilma Radey, wife of Richard Radey* 
Angela Richichi* 
Alex Robinson* 
Teodoro Salvador* 
Edith H Shpeller 
Daniel Smith* of St. Hubert, QC 
Josef Snobl* 
Irene Sparks* 
James E Templeman* 
William Thater 
Albert Thompson* 
Milton Alvin Trann* 
Ernest Tycoles 
Denis Van Den Bussche 
Samuel Vertone* 
Victoria Walford 
William Warning* 
Edward Wazney* 
Mary Willows* 
Margaret Wojciechowski* 
Geraldine Yarema* 
Hubert Young* 
Jennie Zankowski* 

Obituaries:  The following pensioners have passed away since the last report:  
                            (* denotes contributing member of the Manitoba Pensioners' Association).    

Sick list: 
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A message from Dr. Justin Maloney to Our Pensioners 
 
Iôm struck by how advisories about distancing and staying 2 meters from others donôt seem to be sticking to ñusò. Experience 
elsewhere says we are on the front edge of a killing spree that will last a month or more. People will get this virus and some will 
die. Usually, that will be us. Different stats show us that anyone over 60 is at great risk from COVID 19. Kids do OK but carry the 
virus to spread it. Seniors die, despite best care, in 10-25% of cases. I didnôt make this shit up. Its real. It seems surreal to 
consider myself as a senior, that ñat riskò person. 
 
COVID 19 says stay at home, donôt invite family or friends for anything. Stay away from everyone. Ok, maybe not your main 
squeeze that wakes up beside you each day but anyone else. Donôt invite your son or daughter over. Donôt visit an elderly relative. 
Donôt go to a bar. Donôt share a cigarette, or a joint. Have a bathroom glass for each of you. Wipe all your surfaces (counters, 
taps, door knobs, remotes, cell phones, etc.) down with something like Lysol. Be frantic about it. Wash hands before meals and 
after. 
 
You may feel you have your health now. When you donôt, when you have a cough or fever, pay attention to what I said above. 
Find a separate bedroom, bedding and bathroom. Your own clothes get hot water washed. Wait for it all to subside. 
 
If you really have it you will know at day 7 ï 10. That is when it gets awful. Keep a medical record or file nearby to help the poor 
ER doc figure out your past history. Have a will made out now and identify a POA (Power of Attorney) before sudden things 
happen. If you get sick, think about how you or the POA would answer the ñGoals of Careò questions that doctors will ask. (CPR?, 
ICU?, Ventilators?) We have no treatment for this killer other than social distancing and maintaining your best basic health. 
 
We are only in the early stages of this. We see a few thousand cases this week but like other jurisdictions, we can expect perhaps 
a hundred thousand in coming weeks. 
 
In Italy, without early social distancing, COVID 19 has exploded. Rationing has started. No one over 60 will be helped, not in 
hospital, no ICU/ventilator care. You may think of Italy as less capable and more resource challenged than us. Not at all. They 
have lots of beds/doctors etc. But they have lots of old people, just like you é OK, and me too. 
 
Have virtual celebrations from your own place with others by video conferencing. All of our doctor/hospital meetings are via 
SKYPE, FaceTime or DUO etc. and now WhatsApp. 
 
The thing is, despite a flood of public education, a lot of us still donôt see the risk of contracting COVID 19 as applying to us, us 
seniors that is. Get over it. You may die if you get this flu. Kids coming to visit will bring it into your space and leave it with you, 
even if they are not sick. Perhaps pets too by the way. 
 
Some of you have returned from travel and are counting the days until quarantine is done and you can get on with your life. The 
problem is ñyour lifeò isnôt going to be any different than quarantine for the next while, perhaps months. Stay home. A birthday 
celebration should be about making sure there are future birthdays to celebrate. 
 
At work this week I was involved with 6 COVID 19 suspects just in the areas we have for minor cases. The patient anxiety was 
high and it should have been. Donôt be a COVIDIOT! There was a lot to correct in their social patterns in the previous few days. 
 
Need toilet paper? Just kidding. But really, there are some things you might need. Groceries, pharmacy, etc. but as this becomes 
even more alarming shopping online with delivery may make sense. Go out for walks but not for greetings and gatherings. 
 
Take me seriously here. No invites for anything. Stay away!, Close your doors é drink if you like, toast whatever, but use 
WhatsApp video to do it, I want food and Mount Gay rum and coke this summer, not some funeral with COVDID 19 egg salad 
sandwiches. 
 
And perhaps donôt just stay away from each other, even your family and close friends, until itôs OK. Become champions for this 
message. You are with few exceptions (ahem !!) smart, respected voices who as seniors need to wake up others in the seniorôs 
community. 
 
Sincerely me, worried about you, 
 
Justin Maloney, MD, FCFP, CCFP(EM), FRCP(C) 
Associate Professor, Department of Emergency Medicine, University of Ottawa, Emergency Physician, The Ottawa Hospital, 
Medical Director Emeritus, Regional Paramedic Program For Eastern Ontario, The Ottawa Hospital, Ottawa, Ontario  
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Tom Ball is a member of the Manitoba Council and the 
Kingston Council, paying 2 bucks a month. 
  
He turned 100 in November and there was a party at his 
daughterôs place. He and his daughter came to our Xmas 
meeting and lunch and was warmly greeted by our members. 
  
He hired on CN in 1949 after the war and retired in 1982 as a 
conductor.   
In the picture, left to right are Sylvia Morneau (Tomôs 
Daughter), Tom Ball, Cathy Thomas (Kingston Treasurer) and 
David Delcloo (Kingston President). 

                                                                                                                                               
          
 
 

Sofia Hull was born on December 25, 1919, in a small village in 
the Ternopil region of Ukraine.  She was the middle child in a 
family of five.  Her family were subsistence farmers in a time of 
great social change in the Ukraine.  Sofia was a primary school-
aged child when her father died and a teenager when her mother 
died.  Her oldest sister kept the family together, all siblings doing 
whatever they could to earn a few pennies for food. Then when she 
was twenty-years old, the Nazis came into the village and forcibly 
took young people to be slave labourers in Germany.  Sofia left her 
clothing and shoes for her sisters and was herded with many others 
into an open cattle car for the journey to Germany.  She arrived in 
Mainz-Hechtsheim barefoot, with the clothes on her back and her 

worldly goods tied up in her kerchief.  As the war ended, all foreigners were told to report to displaced 
persons camps.  The closest one was in Mainz-Kastel in the American zone and it housed a large Ukrainian 
population.  Here she met Andrew Hull (no we didnôt change our name ï this is the closest transliteration 
from the Cyrillic alphabet), who told her on the first evening they met that he was going to marry her.  
Indeed, they were married within the month as soon as the banns were published.  Two years later their 
daughter, Orysia, was born at the nearest hospital in Wiesbaden.  Eventually, all the residents of the camp 
were moved to Pforzheim as the American army took over the facility for its own use. 
In Pforzheim, they waited for a country that would take them.  In 1949, they had passed the interviews and 
had a sponsor (Andrewôs cousin) in Canada, and thus were approved for settlement.  They arrived at Halifax, 
Pier 21, in July and travelled by train to Winnipeg.  
That first day in Winnipeg was a day of rest. The next day, Andrew became an employee of CN and 
remained with the company for 32 years.  Sofia loved that he had a steady job and she did everything she 
could to support him, including housekeeping for other families. 
Now Sofia has vascular dementia, but in her younger years she often made very profound comments.  ñMy 
life really began in Canada.  Being alive under Stalin and Hitler wasnôt living.  This is the best country in the 
world!ò  Sofia now resides in Holy Family Home.  She and Andrew were married for 72 years and she 
became a widow in 2018.  She was a strong child advocate, an excellent wife and mother, a lifetime 
supporter of her church and anyone in need, and a friend to many.  She loved her garden, looking after her 
home, embroidering Ukrainian cross-stitch designs and crocheting numerous afghans.  Well done, Sofia! 

100th Birthdays continued on pages 8 & 9. 
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Kathleen Godey ï known to everyone as Kay ï widow of Harold 
Godey (Harold died in 1987), celebrated her 100th birthday on  
February 1st, 2020.  
 
Kay was born in Winnipeg to a CNR family. Her Mom and Dad 
emigrated to Canada from England and her Dad worked at the Fort 
Rouge yards. Her Dad, James Kearvell, was killed in an accident at the 
yard. Kay and her mother moved to California to live with relatives for 
a few years. They moved back to Canada and she and her Mom came 
back to work in Winnipeg as the CN said that they would give Kay a 
job seeing as how her father had been killed in a railway accident. She 
first worked out in Transcona in their office there.  She lived on 
Broadway Avenue and walked up to the main CN station and a train 
would take them out to the Transcona shops.  Kay worked as a 
comptometer operator. The comptometer was the first commercially 
successful key driven mechanical calculator. She met Harold when she 
transferred to the main station. Kay and Harold married in 1948. 
 

Harold worked for the CN for 50 years, retiring in 1973 from the Industrial Development Department. 
Harold passed away in 1987.   Kay and Harold have two children Jim and Marilyn, three grandchildren and 
one great grandchild. Left to right in picture is: Marilyn Kwan, Kay Godey, Jim Godey. 

Mrs. Suzanne Prince (widow of Conductor Paul Prince, deceased in 
April 2018). 
 
I was deeply honored to receive the special CN commemorative plaque 
presented to me by Joanne Gaborieau on February 4th, 2020, the 
occasion of my 100th birthday. I sincerely thank the CN Pension 
Committee for this unexpected and greatly appreciated tribute!  
 
I was born in a log cabin near Altamont in southern Manitoba, a lovely 
rural area I still cherish to this day. My father, Paul Bergeron, Trainman/
Conductor for the CNR, worked branch lines that eventually took him 
and our family to Melville, Saskatchewan. He was later transferred to 
Winnipeg where I have lived ever since. As a youth and young adult, I 
was fortunate to travel the country with the CNR family passes. After 
completing school, I helped the family and worked at various jobs. In 
1948, I met Paul, the love of my life. We married in 1949 which was also 
the year Paul started working for the CNR. In 1953, Paul and I moved 
into a brand new home where we raised our four children and where I still reside 67 years later.  
 
Throughout my life, I always enjoyed many summer and winter sports, including swimming and cross-
country skiing. After receiving my Gold Medallion I became a swimming instructor. 
Spirituality, health, nutrition and yoga were always important to Paul and me, and so after formal training I 
taught yoga for many years. Spending summers in the country near Altamont, singing in a choir and 
participating on committees were activities we both enjoyed.  
 
I am grateful for all the blessings in my life, including my 4 children, 7 grandchildren, 8 great-grandchildren 
and the wonderful years I spent with Paul. I continue to take great pride in being a member of the CN 
family. I have nothing but thanks and gratitude for this great company that has been rolling along with me 
for most of my life. I congratulate the CN on its 100th Anniversary and wish it all the best in the next 
century! 
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On January 26th, 2020, Cecil Robinson became a Centenarian. 
Gwen and Ernie Yakiwchuck attended his birthday celebration 
where Cecil was presented with a CN plaque. 
  
In 1941, as a young man of 21, Cecil enlisted in the army. He 
was stationed in the Netherlands where he met Wilhelmina 
Johanna Pete, fondly known as Mica, who became his wife in 
1946. They were married for 49 years and were blessed with 7 
children, 12 grandchildren and 7 great grandchildren. His 
granddaughter Megan is a CN conductor.  
  
In late 1946, Cecil was honorably discharged from the army. In 
January 1947, he joined CN as a Carman and worked on the 
wrecking crew, where he was given the nickname Robbie. 

Cecil enjoys all sports, especially hockey and football, and spending time at their cottage. He retired in 1982 
after 35 years of service.  
  
After his retirement, Micaôs health deteriorated rapidly and she was placed in a nursing home where he met 
Betty Dezan who has been his best friend for the past 25 years. Cecil is truly amazing at the age of 100. He 
still wakes up at 6:30 AM, and is out the door by 9:30 AM and shows no signs of slowing down. 

 
Honorary street name tribute to Transcona veteran 
 
Transcona veteran Henry Golis said he is very honored to have 
had a section of Regent Avenue West named in his honour. In 
November 2019, Transcona Councilor Sean Nason made the push, 
with Henryôs blessing, to rename the section between Winona and 
Madeline Streets to recognize Henryôs contributions to the war 
effort. The honorary title of Henry Golis Way will remain for five 
years in accordance with city by-laws. His home was there and all 
his children were born on that street. 
 
Henry was 94 on January 14th, 2020. He joined the Royal Canadian Air Force as a flight sergeant and 
wireless operator/air gunner when he was 17. When he was 19, on February 12, 1945, his crewôs Canso 
bomber crashed into Saanich Inlet en route to Patricia Bay B.C.. Out of eight, he was one of four survivors 
who fought through high fires to get to open water before being saved. He spent several months in the 
hospital recovering from burns and injuries. He is one of the few surviving members of the Second World 
War legion in Transcona. 
 
After Japan surrendered in August 1946, Henry returned home to Transcona and resumed his life. He began 
his career as a Carman Apprentice with CN in 1942. He married Elsie in 1950 and together they raised two 
girls and three boys. Henry retired in 1986 as Car Department Supervisor in Symington. 
 
Henry currently lives in assisted living on Kildonan Green Drive. He has five grandchildren. His beloved 
wife Elsie passed on November 7, 2006. 
 
The CN Pensionersô Association of Manitoba extends our thanks to Henry for his service, and 
congratulations on receiving this honour. 


